THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
sistent parent hatreds in children, leading, as they so often do,
to displacements of this kind, is a matter of very serious
sociological and political importance1.
Displacements These same persons in authority, who thus become the
of respect and recipients of displaced enmity towards the parents, may how-
esteem ^^ ^o serve ^ |atei. jye ^ substitutes for those aspects of
the parents in virtue of which these latter were in childhood
reverenced as the possessors of unlimited power, wisdom,
virtue or knowledge (Cp. above p. 54). Especially is this the case
perhaps with regard to ecclesiastical authorities; the priest, as
the interpreter of wisdom that transcends earthly knowledge and
the transmitter of commands that transcend earthly authority,
being peculiarly suitable as an object of this emotional attitude.
The head of the Roman Catholic Church has indeed, through the
doctrine of infallibility, been explicitly endowed (with reference
to a certain sphere of thought) with the character of perfect
knowledge and perfect wisdom, which the young child with the
sense of its own immense inferiority in these respects, is liable
to attribute to its parents. The teacher too, in his position of
moral and intellectual authority, frequently becomes the recipient
of similar feelings ; the additional influence which he possesses
over his pupils through the latter 's childish over-estimation of his
knowledge and capacity often receiving frank acknowledgment
in the fact of his unwillingness ever to appear to have been
mistaken or to have been ignorant with regard to any matter,
lest the realisation of his fallibility should detract from the
suggestive power that he has hitherto enjoyed.
Medical	The displacement on to medical advisers and attendants
states
°* *ee^n8s originally directed to the parents, has frequently
been recognised. Here again, it is more particularly the attri-
bute of benevolent omniscience that is liable to be transferred.
Three factors contribute especially to this result:— (i) The
1 Thus, as Mr. Burt has suggested to me, the influence of displaced
father-hatred is probably in large measure responsible for the fact that
strikes and other crude forms of rebellion against authority in industry
occur principally among the working classes, where the tyranny of the
father is often of a primitive and repressive type. For the same reason the
number of delinquents from these classes is almost certainly relatively
larger than that from the upper and middle classes, quite apart from the
influence of economic and educational factors. Cp. too in this connection
p. 128 below.

